
Mouse Breeding Performance Checklist:

Husbandry Trouble Shooting

Temperature: ____________________(Optimal 68-79(F)

Humidity: ___________________(Optimal 30-60 %)

Light Intensity and Light Cycle: ______________________(Optimal 14-hr light on/10 hr light off; 12/12 is also ok)

Noise/Vibrations: Is there currently any construction-related noise? ___________ increased room activity: _____________________________

Odors: Perfumes and other strong odors can affect breeding.  Staff working with the animals should not wear heavy perfumes.

Handling: Have you had a change in staff that handles the mice? _________ Mice get used to their handlers and do better with consistent calm handling.

Feed: Are your mice on breeder chow? ________________ Mice should be fed a higher fat/protein diet when breeding. Body condition of males should be monitored.

Mouse/Strain Performance Factors
· Mice should be healthy

· Some mouse strains have a mutation or transgene  that causes infertility, reduced fertility or fetal death.

· Replace breeders before their reproductive performance declines, usually around 10 months of age.

· Mate mice at 6-8 weeks.

· Keep accurate breeding records.

· Replace breeders if:

· Mice don’t produce a litter in 8 weeks of pairing or within 8 weeks of last litter.

·  Mice fail to raise 2-3 consecutive litters.
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